
Worcester Cycle Group meeting: 17th June 2019. 

Present: Phil Jones, Lyndon Bracewell, Dan Brothwell, Sheena Sobczyk, Matthew Jenkins, Louis Stephen, 
Linda Cameron, Duncan Cameron, John Spurling, Sian Tallett, Penny Perritt, Dan Martyr, Tom Piotrowski, 
Hannah Goodbar, Tony Chance, Wilf Tomney, Isabelle Michel, Lars Frederikson, Chantelle Pottage. 

Apologies: Paul Sobczyk 

1. Introduction. 

Dan B introduced the meeting describing our aims, which can be found on our website. 

Louis S raised the City Master Plan. Although consultation has passed, we can still support the pro-
cycling parts whenever we can, e.g., in local media. We are still awaiting a more detailed transport 
plan for the city centre and hopefully we can influence this as well. 

There was a general discussion about how we make the roads safer for people to cycle, e.g., “Close 
Pass” initiative by the police. Enforcement, or the lack of, was also seen as a major problem. It was 
suggested that we could invite someone from West Mercia Police to our next meeting. Action: 
Danny B/Lyndon B to invite someone from West Mercia Police. 

There was also a discussion about improving cycling to school. Cherry Orchard was considered to be 
a good school to focus on due to the good cycle paths in the area. 

Action: Lyndon to send Sustrans/Lewisham cycle to school example to Matt J, for him to add to 
website. 

2. Actions from last meeting. 

All actions carried out.  

Matt J reported that there is no dedicated Eco Schools officer at the county council any more, but 
members of the sustainability team are responsible for this area. Matt J to add Shift PDF to website 

Louis S/Lynn D to follow up pump track idea with Communities Committee. 

3. Cycle Sunday - Feedback 

It was a great success, with around 200 people in total. We would like to do this again, maybe every 
year. 

4. E-bikes at Fortis 

Tom P told us about the launch of their e-bikes hub at their Midland Road office. They are working 
with Katy Boom from Worcester University. On Tuesday and Wedneday next week (25th and 26th 
June) there will be an official launch. The aim is to sign up as many staff as possible to use the e-
bikes. 

Any support from cycling groups, such as Sustrans, who would like to promote themselves at the 
event are welcome to come along. Let Tom P know. 

5. Small cycling improvements. 

Please send any cycling improvements via the website form. We will need to determine our top ten 
of the worst ones that are easy to fix. 

Action: Matt J to add them all to the website (with help from Tom Chance). 



Once they are all on the site members can have a look and vote for the best ones to push for. 

Lyndon B said that the group should be able to have a meeting with Andy Baker, a highways officer 
from the county council, where we can present our list of quick fixes. This could become a regular 
meeting. 

Chantelle P said to help business increase cycling, more bike parking at businesses needed. Lyndon 
said there were ways for businesses to get bike parking. The petition to get cycle parking at the city 
gallery and museum was mentioned, with people asked to sign and share: 
https://www.change.org/p/worcestershire-county-council-cycle-parking-at-worcester-city-museum.  

Dan M raised the “Parking Day” idea, which transforms a space into a mini-park, called a parklet. 
Action: Dan M to discuss with Dan B about doing this in Worcester. 

6. Contacts. 

We discussed the need to have different people in the group being the contact point for different 
areas. So, we have Dan B as the contact with local businesses. Tom P and Phil J are both school 
governors and so well placed to be the contact point for schools. 

Action: Tony C offered to find good, i.e., cycle friendly, contacts within schools in Worcester. 

Isabelle M has contacts at the Worcester News and offered to be the main contact for the press. It 
was raised that we need to improve the view of cyclists in the press, such as by writing letters. 

Lyndon B has contacts with the police and safer roads partnership (Vicky Bristow). 

Any contacts with bike shops? Lyndon B has tried before, but minimum response. 

7. AOB. 

a. The county council have a passenger transport strategy that is open to public consultation. 
Please have a look and complete the consultation: 
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/passengertransportstrategy. Action: Matt J to add link 
to website. 

b. Idea to help people to maintain their own bikes, maybe through some training days that we 
organise. E.g., arrange an bike event which includes a mobile bike mechanic. 

c. On 6th July there is an event at Cripplegate Park that includes a cycle/walk followed by a food 
share. All welcome. Please promote. 

d. Many bikes are left at the flats in Diglis. They need to be taken away and either repaired or 
for scrap. Action: Louis S to find out who could arrange for the removal. 

e. “Big Bike Revival” event. A cycling UK event, but not run in Worcester – yet. 
f. How do we get disability groups involved, as the barriers to cycling are often barriers to 

people with disabilities? What local groups are there? We should also talk to Living Streets 
and similar groups. 

 

8. Next Meeting: 15th July at 7:30pm at Worcester Arms. 

https://www.change.org/p/worcestershire-county-council-cycle-parking-at-worcester-city-museum
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/passengertransportstrategy

