
Worcester Cycle Group meeting: 16th September 2019. 

Present: John Spurling, Linda Cameron, Duncan Cameron, Lyndon Bracewell, Dan Brothwell, Matthew 
Jenkins, Wilf Tomney, Chantal Pottage, Paul Sobczyk, Al Pagan, Anna Frankel. 

Apologies Louis Stephen, Lynn Denham, Tom Piotrowski, Tom Collins, Mike Cooper, Sian Tallett, Issabelle 
Michel, Dan Martyr. 

1. Introduction and actions from last meeting. 

Dan B welcomed everyone to the meeting. There were no actions from the last meeting. 

2. Car Free Sunday 

This Sunday between 12pm and 3pm Lowesmoor will be closed to traffic. Please come down, 
preferably with your bike! 

Action: Matthew Jenkins to circulate form asking for volunteers and promote the event online. 
Done. 

3. Website 

We have 32 subscribers and 44 suggestions for cycling improvements, with still more to add. 

4. Meeting with Andy Baker 

Dan Brothwell and Lyndon Bracewell met with Andy Baker from Worcestershire County Council. The 
discussion mainly focused on promotion via social media and on improving cycling to school. We also 
need to find a way to transfer our improvement suggestions onto the county council’s website. 

Action: Matthew Jenkins to contact the Transport Infrastructure and Commissioning Team with 
our list of improvements and discuss with them which of our suggestions could be easily 
implemented. 

School run: How can we help? Should we affiliate with Living Streets and/or create a Worcester 
branch of Living Streets? Matthew Jenkins has five schools in his county council division, so could 
introduce Bike Worcester to some of these schools. We need to identify those schools that are in 
favour of cycling to school. 

Action: Matthew Jenkins to contact the Bike Worcester group asking for those interested in being 
part of a mini-group focusing on walking and cycling to school. Ideally, they would be school 
governors or parents with school-age children. 

Action: Dan Brothwell to speak to Terry Cotton (Bikeability co-ordinator). 

Action: Matthew Jenkins to discover what cycle trackers there are in Worcester and hopefully find 
out cycle rates. 

5. Relocation of bike racks. 

Chantal Pottage said that there had been little progress in installing bike racks at Lower Wick 
swimming pool. 

It was also reported, via email from Lynn Denham, that there are obstacles to placing bike racks by 
Worcester Art Gallery & Museum. 



Parking at Foregate Street railway station is at risk due to renovations. Lyndon Bracewell explained 
that the existing bike racks are being removed during renovation and will not be replaced in the 
same location. During renovation there will be arrangements to use city council land nearby (4 
minutes away). Long term there will be bike storage and more as part of the investment in the 
railway arches, but this is approx. three years away. There is a possibility that there will be some 
temporary pop-up bike parking nearer the station. Lyndon is talking to WM Railways to try and 
improve parking for bikes. 

6. Getting businesses involved. 

Dan Brothwell gave an update that we are still trying to get more businesses to promote cycling to 
work. 

Update from Tom Piotrowski (via email) that the electric bikes scheme is working well at Fortis and 
they are hoping to expand it further. 

People have been contacting Dan Brothwell about the Shift scheme that he set up at his work. Lots 
of people seem keen to replicate it elsewhere in the country. 

7. Planning 

Lyndon Bracewell talked through the various cycling improvements planned by the county council, 
showing what was planned and where on a map of Worcester. 

Cllr Alan Amos (Cabinet member for Highways) is keen to extend the existing ban on cyclists in the 
city centre (currently 10:30am to 4:30pm). Rather, the council should provide clear routes east-west 
and north-south through the city, so that people do not have to cycle down the High Street. 

8. Cycling in the media 

Lyndon Bracewell continues to publish his PushBike articles every month in the Worcester News. 
More positive cycling articles or letters would be good. 

9. Meeting with police 

Dan Brothwell, Linda Cameron and Duncan Cameron met with PCSO Harley Youngs and Vicky Briscoe 
from Safer Roads Partnership. They discussed anti-social cyclists for quite some time, but Dan also 
mentioned anti-social car drivers, who cause far more problems! Other topics covered were 20mph 
speed limits and how poorly West Mercia Police compare with other forces such as West Midlands, 
who are very good on cycling, e.g., close pass. 

Police acknowledged that there is a lack of training in these areas at West Mercia. 

Close Pass – Operation Snap: Where you can load your videos of close passes. Police claimed this 
was doing well, but feedback we have had is that the success rate is so poor that people not 
bothering. We are awaiting figures from the police. 

Lots of bikes have been stolen from the cycle rack on Fish Street, which is clearly in a poor location. 
Hence, our call for more and better positioned cycle racks. The moveable bike rack on Croft Road car 
park is very rarely used and should be moved somewhere more useful. Lynn Denham has asked 
officers about moving it to Foregate Stree, but this has been rejected for some reason. 

10. Lowesmoor: Enforcement of traffic restrictions due soon. 

 



11. Pump track at Perdiswell 

We will have to wait until the next lot of grant money is available. The pump track has been added to 
the register of projects on the city council by Louis Stephen. The pump track is part of an ongoing 
consultation on improvements at Perdiswell (see https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/GQ6FYNP).  

12. Locked gates at The Hive 

Dan Brothwell has spoken to Helen Mole about this.  

13. AOB. 

a. Anna Frankel asked: Why can’t we have signs showing where the main cycle parking areas 
are? 

b. Paul Sobzyck: Following the road works at Sidbury the cycle lane has been removed. Was 
this planned? Is it better gone as it was very narrow? 

c. Action: Matthew Jenkins to find out the figures for traffic congestion on Croft Road before 
and after the road layout and crossing changes. 

d. Wilf Tomney: A Dutch style roundabout has been installed in Cambridge. We should 
promote this. Can we have the same here? 

e. Dan Brothwell: Disappointed that Bike Worcester has had little impact so far. For example, 
how do we get the swan gate at Diglis removed, since it creates a barrier to many people, 
especially the disabled? One answer is to work closely with Living Streets, maybe by setting 
up a local group. Another suggestion was to pick one of our suggestions for improvement 
and push for action on it. Action: Matthew Jenkins to bring a list of improvements to next 
meeting. 

14. Next Meeting: Date to be arranged. Likely location the Mount Pleasant or The Paul Pry. 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/GQ6FYNP

